
                COLLINGSWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING 

November 10, 2016 

Corrected 12/8/16 

 

The Collingswood Historic Preservation Commission met at the Collingswood Borough Hall 678 

Haddon Avenue, on Thursday, November 10, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. and the Co-Chairman, Gerry 

Chambers read the Open Public Meeting Act. The secretary called the roll: 

 

PRESENT:     Gerry Chambers, Claire Gustafson, Marlene Granitz, Barbara Hart 

Jodi Farrow and Brett Wiltsey, Esq.   

 

ABSENT:       Keith Haberern 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 Richard Hellwig – 6 W. Knight Ave  Block 96  Lot 29 

Application – Fence 

 

The application is to install a board on board cedar with pressure treated Gothic Posts and a 32” 

wooden gate with black stainless steel hardware. The proposal is for the fence to be 4 ft. high.  

 

Ms. Granitz made a motion to approve the application as presented for a board on board cedar 

wood fence and pressure treated Gothic Posts, (exhibits enclosed) with the condition that the 

applicant will paint or opaque stain the fence. Ms. Gustafson seconded the motion.  The secretary 

polled the commission: 

 

    Mr. Chambers - Yes 

   Ms. Granitz  - Yes 

   Ms. Gustafson - Yes 

   Ms. Farrow  - Yes 

   Ms. Hart  - Yes 

    

   VOTE: 5 - 0 

 

 

 

 Joseph Convery -  62 Colford Ave Block 185 Lot 21 

Application- Fence 

 

The application is to install a 4Ft. high black Napa Valley Classic wrought iron fence. As seen in 

the attached exhibits. The fence will be in the rear of the property and along the side of the 

property lines and will not go pass the front entrance of the home.   

 



Ms. Granitz made a motion to approve the application as presented for a Napa Valley Classic 

black wrought iron fence that will be 4ft high and as shown in the attached Exhibits. Ms. 

Gustafson seconded the motion.  The secretary polled the commission: 

 

    Mr. Chambers - Yes 

   Ms. Granitz  - Yes 

   Ms. Gustafson - Yes 

   Ms. Farrow  - Yes 

   Ms. Hart  - Yes 

    

   VOTE: 5 - 0 

     

 

 Diane Cramer -  543 Haddon Ave Block 15 Lot 2 

Application- Window Replacement 

 

The applicant has been refurbishing the property for several months now and has been working 

closely with the Historic Commission and Field Committees in keeping within the Historic 

guidelines.  Applicant claims that there is a window at this time that needs to be replaced due to 

deterioration and there is no way to refurbish the window. The window is on the first floor of the 

property.  

 

Ms. Granitz made a motion to approve the replacement of the wooden double hung window as 

presented with a wood double hung, Auralast Pine, Pocket Unit double hung window.  Ms. Hart 

seconded the motion.  All members voted in favor of approving the application as presented. 

 

 

 Douglas Dash -  401 Park Ave Block 108 Lot 35 

Application- Front Porch Railings 

 

The applicant wishes to install a railing system along the porch on the front and the side of the 

porch at the site.  Currently there is no railing and the applicant is looking to install one for safety 

issues.  Applicant proposes a railing that is a metal material and will be painted white.  The 

proposal was for a 9 x 36 inches high railing and the commission discussed with the applicant 

that in accordance to Historic Rules and regulations the height of the railing can be only 30” or 

32” since it is in a Historic District.    The applicant agreed that he would much rather have it that 

height that the proposed 36”. Commission member presented vintage photos of historically 

appropriate railings to compliment this house, which is a “contributing” property in the 

Collingswood Residential Historic District.  Historic photos of historic porch railings are in 

evidence from a collection of images from the Collingswood Public Library’s “New Jersey 

Collection” on Flickr; these are images of similar-style Collingswood homes evidence historic 

wood railings. This research supports that the historically appropriate replacement porch railing 

(balustrade; hand rail, food rail and balusters) for 401 Park Avenue should be a painted wood 

(true1x1) spindle with molded top and base rail between the masonry piers, not metal,  to 

complement the visual integrity of this historic house.  Collingswood ordinance supports that in 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126940257@N07/with/16056157296/


regard to all applications, the Commission shall be guided by (§141-107 ¶3 “Alterations that 

have no historical basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance shall be discouraged.”  

 

Ms. Gustafson made a motion to approve the application as presented with Exhibits #1 and #2, 

with the condition that the railing will only be 30 or 32 inches high and will end where the bottom 

of the post on the pillars begin and also that the railing will be painted white in color and will be a 

straight pattern and not have any twining pieces within the railing. Mr. Chambers seconded the 

motion.  The secretary polled the commission: 

    Mr. Chambers - Yes 

   Ms. Granitz  - No 

   Ms. Gustafson - Yes 

   Ms. Farrow  - Yes 

   Ms. Hart  - Yes 

    

   VOTE: 4 - 1 

 

 

 John Duka/Shkelqim Ovea- 433 Park Ave. 

Block 108  Lot 19 Amendment to Application   

 

 

The original application was approved for a roof replacement, porch decking and rail system at 

the August 11, 2016 meeting.  The applicant has additional work that needed to be completed at 

the site regarding the porch columns and step. The Field Committee did discuss the other changes 

that needed to be done with the applicant when they visited the site but the applicant was not 

ready to do those changes at that time.  Since then the applicant has made some changes to the 

columns which will be replaced with Permacast columns of the same style and dimension as the 

originals .The front and side steps will be replaced with limestone treads and the existing wrought 

iron railing will be modified to align with the new steps .The porch foundation columns will be 

finished in stone to match the home’s original foundation.  

Ms. Gustafson made a motion to approve the work that was done to the side steps, the columns 

and the wrought iron railing as discussed and Ms. Farrow seconded the motion.  The secretary 

polled the board: 

 

    Mr. Chambers - Yes 

   Ms. Granitz  - Yes 

   Ms. Gustafson - Yes 

   Ms. Farrow  - Yes 

   Ms. Hart  - Yes 

    

   VOTE: 5 - 0 

 

 



MINUTES 

 

The September 8
th

 2016 minutes were reviewed and Ms. Gustafson made a motion to approve the  

Minutes as presented and Ms. Granitz seconded the motion.  All members voted in favor of  

Approving the minutes as presented. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 
 

There was general discussion regarding the Work Session Meeting and Ms. Farrow has offered to 

work on getting the letter together for the real estate agencies and passing it around through email 

for everyone’s input. Regarding the Application for New Jersey Certified Local Governments 

(CLGs) Grant-in-Aid Historic Preservation Fund Borough personnel Sandy Kelly will be working 

with a sub-committee from the Historic Preservation Commission to complete this application so 

it can be filed before the deadline.   

 

 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

No one was present to speak on behalf of the public 

 

CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 

 

 With no further business, Mr. Chambers made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Ms. Farrow 

seconded the motion. All members voted in favor.  The Collingswood Historic Preservation 

Commission (HPC) will reconvene on Thursday, December 12, 2016. The meeting will take place 

at the Collingswood Borough Hall. 

      

 

 

 

     ____________________ 

      Carol Sickler, Secretary 
 

 


